New terpenoid constituents from Eunicea pinta.
The secondary metabolite composition of the gorgonian octocoral Eunicea pinta from San Andrés Island, Colombia, is described for the first time. This investigation has resulted in the isolation of eight new gamma-cembranolide-type diterpenes, namely, compounds 3-10, and a new saponin, 13, possessing a pregnene-derived aglycon. In addition, two previously known alpha-methylene-gamma-lactone cembranolides, euniolide (1) and succinolide (2), were also isolated. Their structures were determined on the basis of the results of spectroscopic analysis, X-ray diffraction analysis, and chemical conversions. The discovery of cembranolides 3-10 has prompted us to conclude that the structures proposed earlier for several uprolide-type cembranolides need revision and that a minor stereochemical correction is also in order for succinolide. Cytotoxicity of compounds 3, 4, and 13 toward various cancer cell lines and results of an antimycobacterial screening for 2, 4, and 13 also are described.